Mr. David Alden

Biological Scientist III 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

Land Management Planning Section 

620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600 

Telephone: (850) 922-8777 

FAX: (850) 921-1847  E-mail: David.Alden@fwc.state.fl.us 

Dear David,

I'm writing you regarding the proposed Aucilla Wildlife Management Area Conceptual Management Plan (AWMA CMP), in particular the proposal to exempt the Area's river systems from the Isolated Finds Policy, which I believe to be an unsound public policy.

The authors of the Isolated Finds Policy recognized that cultural artifacts and fossils located in detached sediments of the river systems are displaced from their original context and have unreliable or at best questionable associated stratigraphy. Regulated recovery of these objects by hobby divers is in essence a positive method of promoting the public's educational interest in both archaeology and paleontology, and as the Isolated Finds Policy implies, a valuable scientific data gathering process.  

One of the stated goals the FWC lists in the CMP is to "continue to promote traditional recreational opportunities." Policy regulated artifact and fossil collecting by hobby divers is as traditional a recreational activity as fishing, boating, hiking and hunting.  Currently, no other state WMA has such exemptions, therefore I feel it would set a very poor president to do so here. Hobby divers that comply with the Isolated Finds Policy should not be collectively punished for the illegal activities of lawbreakers.  

I recommend that the state look for solutions to improve the enforcement of existing laws governing the cultural resources, particularly those contained within the terrestrial sites in the Aucilla Wildlife Management Area. I also recommend that the state consider licensing hobby divers as they do fisherman and hunters. This would prove to be a valuable enforcement tool for FWC Field Officers.

I ask that you do not include an Isolated Finds Policy exemption in the AWMA Conceptual Management Plan.  It is a bad public policy.

Sincerely,
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